
ICC clears its final 
environmental study 

by Janel Oavls initiatives like building storm 
water management systems and 

SrdH Write- designing more steep s l o p  to 
reduce the impact on namral 

I hr proposed Intercounty habitats, 
( :nnnect~)r  h~gh~vay  cleared a ever?; acre of park h d  
huge potential roadblock this inToli,ed hl he pro,ect, we are re- 
week with the release of a long- placing that with acres; 
RJV-ated environment ,d sntdy. s,aid H~~~~~ L. managan, Mary- 

The State and Federal kli&- land's Transprlrtation secrew, 
way Administrations complctcd 4mThc newly owned acreage is 
thc rcquircd Final Environmcntd what Park and wanted 
Impact Statement (FEE) for h c  il, g<:cl, acrv v, and we 
18-miIu toll highway, planned for ,,,., ,,blc to ncgotiatc hat." 
decades to link Prince George's The step [he appmd 
and ~ l u t l t g o ~ ~ ~ e r ~ '  collllties be- process is a J5-day corn- 
tween 1-95 a11d 1-270. mrnt period ending Feh. 27. The 

The impact statement accept- FEIs is a\.ailahle ftlr \iewing 
ed a route proposed by Gov. x%7,%v ,,,,, n,dv.org, 
Robert 1.. Hlrlich I r. last year rolloiVirig dIp rpsponse pend 
that included a bike path and arid RI,pr,)Kdj bum he m!7 
lung bridges minimizing wetland oulhlk,eeR and he kdPr- 
impact. Ilhrlich's proposal, esri- guvrrnmmt,  the state can 
mated at $2.1 billion, has since ,,,,,, fr,n,.ard r%iith declaring 
ballooned to 52.4 billiorl due to ,.ighrs lcny iss,,j,lg d e i w  
intlation costs. build contracts. 

Addidorla1 FEIS modiiications 
i rd~ide  enviro~unentally Giendly See ICC, page A-4 
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Confincred from p3ge A- ' 

Barri~lg further coinplica- 
cions, F'I;tnqan \ ad ,  consrruc- 
tlon should h e p  this fd. I'here 
1s no date yet seltbr priljt~t c o r n -  
pletion. 

County Council president 
George I.. Leventhal (D-At large) 
of Takolna h r k  cai!td t hc 1L.L a 
critical piece of the county's 10- 
year msponat iun plar: " l l~e  
approval is an importan1 mde- 
stone in starring 1UI: mnstruc- 
tion. It's about time." 

But nnt all colulcil memlwrs 
areon boanl. Lastweek, I'hilip M. 
Andrews m-Dist 3) of Gairhrls- 
burg and Marilyn I. Raisner !1>- 
Dist 4) of Calverton, both 1011~- 

time foes of the ICC, held a press 
conference saying that h e  tolls 
far the highway \rr)ukl. he to(] 
high ffir many co~mty residents. 

"I W ICC opponetiw have 
heId the generai pltblic hostage 

Intercounty 
Connector 
.TOM highway would 
connect 1-95 and 1-270 

.Cust: $2.4 billion 
Next step review by the 

federal government and 
Army Corps of Enpineers 

.Scheduled 
groundbreaklng: Fali 2006 
.Finat environmental 
Impact statement at 
w . i ccs tudy  org 

111ng crlnu*. x r l  I cioti~ rhlrktht. 
public 1,vil put up btyidi %c traffic 
congcsuon," sa~d Bob {,~O\.L, goy- 
Ftmmrnt rcliations dirtytor with 
L ~ c  (k i l ter  \,Viihhit~gton Boarti of 
'liade. "Fnr opponents,. think the 
cram t ~ s  left the statiurl." 

For ycus, the I(,(: h ~ \  hcen 

louted t l r  pt(lpclt1cnrh 4. a [jar- 
(id wlution ro thc cour~iy's ~raf -  
l'c probli,tpl\ <i~.ri~e--  ~LIL-P 

.;hrnrn that h e  road could rc- 
1111it' coc~ge.+! iu:t i l l  sonrr 2rea.i 
at, 111uch as 50 I W ' I ~ P I J ~ ,  HIIT op- 
ponfnrs havt: rl>allengt.d !he 
pl iu3  at eveq' turn, ciLing i ls I ~ O -  

t t * ~ ~ t , n l  l - ~ r  drqtroylng pnrks and 
ncigt~borhoods. 

The Iuduholi  Naluiiilisi 50- 
c ~ c t y ,  whict l  estllnatcr ; ~ c ~ I ~ ; I I  
costs fo r  the project at $ 3  hillion, 
1i1unr:hrd mother anti-[(:(: rcle- 
x-i;j,ion c.ln1lmign last neck. Eay- 
ing thc statc tailed to ~onvder 
other rqltions to r~dilct) trattic 
cnngeslioti. 

" l 'hk was incomplete born dlt. 
rely st;~n," iad Rri?.ri Helug the 
soi~etv'h ICC o rgan i~ r ,  this wwk 
foUmvirig die FUS rekl1he. "The 
traffic analvsi5 is e m m ~ l y  r v c k  
r11r:e ;Ire fiu~gc pilpuig hole\, 'u1ti d 

45-day review is not enuugIi " 
The sr t u : q  is c U l g  l r~ r  a CU- 

da? public rcvicw period artd 
u r ~ n g  puhlir. c~tlicids to ~ ( i r l ~ t c l -  

cr I rs  version of t:aflir. reductior~ 
a!ternalives. 

H I I ~  delays are behirld the in- 
creasing cnsrs, said Richard N. 
Parsana, president of rhe Mont- 
gomery Couun- (:helnber of 
Zorntt~erce - 

"For w t ~ y  yew of delay ~ve're 
p a ~ i n ~  S l l K l  rnillrorr rn curi~truc- 
tion inflatiot~ costs," Parsons 
u id  " 1  think t1te:cis a lo( c j f  des- 
peration orl the uypotlcnis' side. 
Ihc fact i~ thar you cannot g-cr 
decade after decade withr~ut 
ixlilding nt.n h)ghurl>s ivhel) 
;he tlurr~t-rer of ~~~~~~~~~~s con- 
l ini~cs tu increaw." 

Soia lugh~tay o R c ~ N s  du not I rlxl~ect ;ulynhjert)ons hosl thr Ir:g- 

I 
~slalure k~ [lie ~~pr*r,tr~itlg seshiun. 

",4 .;rate Irgisli~tor ni- public of- 
ficial whr) rt,ould halk a1 t hc  1CC 
would do so at rheir (MI peril 
~ P ~ ~ I I I \ P  tilere .> ovrnvheln~ing I 
puhh- +upport," Parsora said. "B 
you're no1 I-cspandlng lo ttdi 
cont:r~-ir~n. you're not doing 
your job." 


